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October 2016 

A Newsletter of Saint George Church 
Worcester MA 

 

Celebrate God’s Families! 

Kids love holidays. Many parents do too. 
Holidays such as Halloween, Thanksgiving 
and Valentine’s Day, remind us how special 
life is. They remind us that there’s more to 

life than work and obligations, that life 
should be cherished and enjoyed. Catholics 
believe that God is present in all things and 
in all times. That means that every day on 
the calendar presents another opportunity 
to encounter and celebrate the presence of 
God in our lives. Holidays, whether specifi-

cally religious or not, are excellent times to 
engage in special activities and rituals that 
help us not only to observe the spirit of the 
day but also to make a connection between 
the holiday and our faith. Here are some 
suggestions that might help you do that. 

(continued on page 2) 

Celebrating Your Values on Halloween 
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Happy Fall! 

SOME OCTOBER SAINTS  

 

October 1 

Saint Therese of Lisieux 

 

October 4 

Saint Francis of Assisi 

 

October 7 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

 

October 11 

Saint John XXIII 

 

October 18 

Saint Luke 

 

October 22 

Saint John Paul II 

 

October 28 

SS. Simon and Jude 

 

 

 

 

Halloween 

Each year, Halloween seems to receive more attention in our children. It’s 

a billion dollar industry involving decorations, candy, costumes, and fun 

and scary activities for people of all ages. Though some people worry that 

Halloween is fast becoming just another excuse for marketers to sell their 

wares, it doesn’t have to be that way for your family. This holiday is rich 

in history and meaning, much of it religious, making it a great opportunity 

to combine fun and learning about values for our children. 

A Quick History 

Halloween as we know it is a mixture of pagan, Christian, civic and       

cultural influences. Various cultures have associated the day with witches, 

ghosts and goblins. Many people trace its roots to an old Celtic festival 

when the Celts believed the veil between the living and the dead was 

particularly thin. It was thought that on this night the souls of those who 

had died could cross over into our mortal world once again. When Chris-

tian missionaries won over the hearts of the Celts, this popular feast was 

moved from spring to fall and celebrated as the feast of the Eve of All 

Saints Day. Halloween comes from the word hallowed meaning “blessed” 

or “holy”. So Halloween is the night that eagerly anticipates the celebra-

tion of our living connection with all the faithful who have died before us. 

It is fitting then that on the night before All Saints Day our families re-

member and celebrate in a special way our belief in the Communion 

(close connection) of Saints to our own lives. 

Why “Trick or Treat” 

In the late 1800’s in the United States youngsters would go around their 

neighborhoods on Halloween night pulling pranks and doing mischief like 

soaping windows and toppling outhouses. In the 1920’s various civic 

groups encouraged the practice of children dressed in costumes going 

from house to house seeking peace offerings from the householders with 

the gentle threat: “Your choice either a trick by us or a treat from you.” 

Ways to Celebrate Your Values on Halloween 

 Kids can research their favorite saint or saint they are named after. 

They could also dress up as their favorite saint for Halloween. 

 Tell your kids Halloween can be a festive day to kick off the celebra-

tion of All Saints Day. We ask the saints, our spiritual ancestors, to 

pray for us on our own journey to holiness. 

 At breakfast, recite a short litany of family members who have died 

and whom you remember in your prayers. After each name, have 

everyone say “Pray for us.” 

 Have fun! Make a special meal for dinner!! 

(Used with permission of Loyola Press. To find more resources to nurture 

your faith visit www.loyolapress.com)  
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The Catholic Vote 

 What is our responsibility as Catholics for this 
upcoming U.S. election on November 8th? 

 How should the current battle over values in the 
U.S. affect our decision-making process in this  
election? 

 Which norms should we use to determine who 
to vote for? 

 Do the character and virtues of a candidate    
really matter? 

 How important are the spiritual gifts of the Holy 

Spirit of wisdom and knowledge in my decision-

making process? 

 

The following links might help you to discern: 

Family Guide to Faithful Citizenship 

Catholic Vote 

A Guide to Catholic Teaching and Voting 

Conscience and the Catholic Voter 

Catholic Connections Catholic Vote 

 

OCTOBER IS THE MONTH  

OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

 

Month of the Holy Rosary 

Prayers for October 

How to Pray the Rosary 

Knotted Cord Rosaries 

How to Make a Rosary with Kids  

  

 

 

DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS will be celebrated 

by Bishop Robert McManus on Sunday October 23rd at 3:00 

pm at the Cathedral of St. Paul in Worcester. This liturgy hon-

ors couples who are marking significant anniversaries (25th, 

50th, etc) this year. A light reception will follow downstairs in 

the Cenacle. Family and friends are welcome! Couples wishing 

to attend should preregister no later than October 17th so 

that a commemorative certificate may be issued. To register, 

complete the registration form at www.worcesterdiocese.org/

wedding anniversary-mass or contact the Office of Marriage 

and Family at 508-929-4311 to request a copy by mail. 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/family-guide-to-faithful-citizenship.cfm
https://www.catholicvote.org/
http://www.ewtn.com/vote/brief_catechism.htm
http://www.catholicfreepress.org/local/2016/09/22/prepare-to-vote-attend-this-forum/
http://catholic-connections.net/catholic-vote
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/prayers/tp/Prayers_October.htm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions/rosaries/how-to-pray-the-rosary.cfm
http://www.realliferosary.com/files/RosaryInstructions.pdf
http://www.catholicicing.com/how-to-make-a-rosary-with-kids/
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GOINGS ON 

 

SATURDAY, October 1                 

(Rain Date, October 8) 

Animal Blessing 

10am-11am (church parking lot) 

SUNDAY, October 2 

Respect Life Sunday 

 

FRIDAY, October 21 

Grandparent Group 

11 am to Noon 

SATURDAY, October 22 

Pieta Sponsored afternoon 

1:30 to 4:30 pm                               

Heartwell Institute 1015 Pleasant 

St. Worcester 

MONDAY, October 24 

Book Discussion Group 

7:00 pm Conference Room 

WEDNESDAY, October 26 

Confronting a Culture of Violence 

7:00 to 8:30 pm (church hall) 

SUNDAY, October 30 

Priesthood Sunday 

 

  
Praising God with St. Francis Coloring 

Book Calendar of Events 

 

 

NEW PARISH WEBSITE!! Check it out at 

www.saintgeorgesparish.org.  

Any questions contact Kate White at 

stgeorgeparishwebmaster@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

A new monthly newsletter feature! We’d like to hear from 

you. DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE SAINT? A different question 

for you to answer each month. Send your answers to        

ruthviens@charter.net to be included next month! At your       

request we will sign your first name only or “anonymous”. 

RAIN DATE SATURDAY OCTOBER 8 

http://www.beliefnet.com/inspiration/2004/04/did-god-create-lawns.aspx
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/prgodwisafre.html
http://www.twentythirdpublications.com/prgodwisafre.html
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